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had a crime upon his conscience, and the person to
whom he was to pay the money was his accomplice in
that crime. He resolved to discharge his obligations,
and then to, confess and accept the consequences.
" But his accomplice became aware of his intentions,
and saw that he must become involved. He therefore
decided to murder Venner before he could act. His
method was this. By some means he rendered Venner
unconscious, and then placed him in the refrigerating
chamber. The result was Venner's death as the result
of exposure to extreme cold."
Faversham was staring at his host with wide open
eyes, but still he said nothing. And Dr. Priestley con-
tinued. " The body was safe enough in the refrigera-
tor for the time. It would not suffer any putrefactive
changes. But it could not, obviously, be left there in-
definitely. Nor could it be moved far from Markheys.
A body is a very difficult thing to transport without
detection.
" The problem before the murderer was this. The
body must be found in the neighbourhood of Markheys>
but under circumstances which would arouse jao sus-
picion. And his solution of this problem was, in my
opinion, extraordinarily ingenious. He staged the find-
ing of the body in such a way that it was falsely identi-
fied, and that death was assumed to have taken place
two months later than was actually the case.
" To deal first with the false identification. The mur-
derer had at some time received a begging letter from
a Qertain Henry Alcott, of 10 Silver Lane, Barnsley.
This letter he kept, perhaps as a curiosity. It informed
him that Henry Alcott had had a son Charles, drowned
at sea during the war. Later, an article in one of the
medical journals caught his eye, and from it he learnt
that Henry Alcott had died last February.
• "He decided to transform the body of Venner into

